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alifornia faces significant
mobility, environmental and

economic challenges as the 21st
century approaches. California cannot
financially or environmentally support
purely traditional approaches to transporta-
tion —building additional roadway capaci-
ty to solve congestion problems. What is
needed is a smarter transportation system,
one that functions as an integrated inter-
modal system offering increased perfor-
mance and expanded options for people
and goods movement. The California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans),
as the steward of the state’s transportation
system, has a responsibility to provide
leadership to meet these challenges now
and into the next century. In this role, Cal-
trans is committed to developing a dynam-
ic Advanced Transportation Systems
(ATS) Program. California has long recog-
nized the potential of applying electronic,
telecommunication and other technologies
to the movement of people, goods, services
and information. Advanced transportation
technologies can provide effective and
robust tools for realizing the vision of a bal-
anced, multimodal and environmentally
sound transportation system. At the same
time, application of these technologies to

transportation presents major new market
opportunities for California industry on an
international scale. Since 1986, the Cali-
fornia Legislature and two administrations
have supported a growing transportation
technology effort within Caltrans, culmi-
nating with the formal establishment of a
multimodal ATS Program (Statutes of
1992) signed into law by Governor Pete
Wilson in July 1992.

Comprehensive planning and cooperation
between the public and private sectors is crit-
ical in order to reach technology’s full poten-
tial since both play different but equally
important roles in the research, development,
testing, and deployment of these technolo-
gies. The ATS Program Plan provides a
framework to facilitate discussion among
these sectors and to direct the Department’s
work in the development and deployment of
advanced transportation technologies. This
document defines the mission and goals of
the program and identifies a 15-year ATS
deployment vision which relies on both
governmental action and market forces, and
which will require extensive cooperation on
the part of the state, its political subdivi-
sions, and private industry. 
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The plan also lays out specific state ini-
tiatives, including proposed legislation,
and a Caltrans five-year program which
contains an array of research, develop-
ment, testing and deployment activities.
These activities are intended to improve
California’s transportation systems across
all modes and to support the private sec-
tor’s role in providing the leading-edge
mobility services outlined in the 15-Year
Deployment Overview.

The ATS planning process, begun in
1992, has taken into consideration opportu-
nities and programs introduced by the enact-
ment of the federal Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of
1991, and the work done by both the U.S.
Department of Transportation (USDOT) and
the Intelligent Transportation Society of
America (ITS America), a USDOT advisory
group, to lay a foundation for federal tech-
nology program planning.

The California Transportation Plan
(CTP), required by both state and federal
legislation, provides direction for plan-
ning, developing, operating, and maintain-
ing California’s transportation systems.
The CTP provides a broad, long-range
framework within which the ATS Program
Plan was developed. The CTP emphasizes
the importance of advanced technologies
to the mobility, safety and health of Cali-
fornians and to the state’s economic well-
being. Many of the actions called for in
the CTP would be implemented under the
ATS Program Plan. 
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